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On July 28th, 2008 Freddy was headed to a calf roping in Graham, Texas.  His daughter Leigh remembers seeing her father off at the door: “We just hugged for a long time and we had never done that before.  And I remember turning back to tell him I love him, and it kind of brought tears to my eyes,” says Leigh. By one o’clock that afternoon Freddy had made three successful calf-roping runs. He was waiting to make his fourth when he suddenly dropped dead in the saddle.  His friend, Dennis McKinley recalls that day:  “I saw all this movement out of my left eye.   And then I heard a real kind of a loud smack, and I looked and he was on the ground. I jumped off the fence.  I was the first one to him. I put my hand under his head and lifted it up and I started praying for him.”
Rodeos were first known as “roundups” around the 1840’s, they where practiced by ranchers and farmers. According to “Hispanic Roots of the American Rodeo,” by Mary Lou LeCompte, Rodeos were first known in Latin America. Rodeos are accounts of a charreada (Mexican Rodeo) which were events practiced in Mexican Haciendas by farmers and ranchers. Captain Mayne Reid and the letter he wrote describing a “roundup” held in Santa Fé, became the evidence now used to argue the rodeo sport is originally from The United States. The letter described contests of roping, throwing, racing and dancing in the streets, it was sent from Santa Fe, however New Mexico was never mention which means the actual location of the “rodeo” is unknown. Still, other travelers had previously described similar scenes from Mexican haciendas as well. Taken from “Hispanic Roots of American Rodeo,” Americans insist that the rodeo sport was built from ranching practices even after a confession of an ex-rodeo hand admitting "And certainly, bull riding was never part of ranch life. Can you imagine a cowboy getting up from the breakfast fire and saying, Well, reckon I better go on out there and ride a few bulls and get them in shape. Even today resistance remains from admitting of Hispanic influence in the creation of the sport. 
	The American Rodeo is an event of competition. It consists of two types of competition, rough-stock events and timed events. The difference between the two types of competition is the effort and ability it is required to dome a beast being in its back.
A rodeo is made up a wide range of events that test competitors in every way. They include the most popular and dangerous event, bull riding, in which a cowboy rides a bull and is strapped to it with one hand and physically tries to conquer the animal keeping his position and balance by holding on with his legs. The more powerfully a bull bucks and the faster he spins it is the more points the ride is worth. Bareback riding, it consists of the cowboy removing a suit-case handle cinched around the horse middle. The bareback rider try to spur the horse on each jump, reaching as far forward as they can with their feet, then jerking their spurs upward towards the rigging. The Saddlebronc is by far the most dangerous event, which is not practiced by beginners because of its danger and the instinctive reaction required to keep the stirrups, sense what the horse will do next and the cowboy’s ability to synchronize the bronc’s movement is very challenging. Because there is nothing solid to hold on from, the cowboy is only able to stay on the saddle through timing and balance and the saddle often becomes the issue of an early fall.
Steer Wrestling, originally called "bull dogging," requires the cowboy to lean from the running horse onto the back of a 600 pound steer, catch it behind the horns, stop the steer’s forward momentum and wrestle it to the ground with all four of its legs and head pointing the same direction. Calf roping is an authentic ranch skill that originated from working cowboys. Once the calf has been roped, the cowboy dismounts and runs down the length of the rope to the calf. When the calf is on the ground, the cowboy ties three legs together with a six-foot pigging string. Calves are given a head start, and if the cowboy’s horse leaves the box too soon, a barrier breaks and a 10-second penalty is added to the roper’s time. Lastly there is team roping is the only rodeo event that features two contestants. The team is made up of a header and a heeler. The header ropes the horns, then dallies or wraps his rope around his saddle horn and turns the steer to the left for the other cowboy who ropes the heels. The heeler must throw a loop with precision timing to catch both of the steer’s hind legs. The time clock stops once both ropers have made a catch and brought the animals to a stop, facing each other.
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