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The Rodeo Cowboy with a Story
On July 28th, 2008 Freddy was headed to a calf roping in Graham, Texas.  His daughter Leigh remembers seeing her father off at the door: “We just hugged for a long time and we had never done that before.  And I remember turning back to tell him I love him, and it kind of brought tears to my eyes,” says Leigh. By one o’clock that afternoon Freddy had made three successful calf-roping runs. He was waiting to make his fourth when he suddenly dropped dead in the saddle.  His friend, Dennis McKinley recalls that day:  “I saw all this movement out of my left eye.   And then I heard a real kind of a loud smack, and I looked and he was on the ground. I jumped off the fence.  I was the first one to him. I put my hand under his head and lifted it up and I started praying for him.”
25-year-old J.D. Jones of Goodman, Missouri died in his first time competing in the national finals. He died when his foot fell out of his stirrup, leading his horse to drag him and step on him, eventually falling down onto Jones. Jones leaves behind a wife and one-year-old son. A cowboy’s profession has never been appreciated enough. Most people when they think of rodeos, they think of a hobby, it is rarely considered a real sport or profession unless you have experience the struggle of doming a beast.
When you are sitting on the bleachers of an arena and you see a man made of meat and bones, risking his life, doming a beast, riding a bull for more than 8 seconds you will find yourself skipping a beat. If you are a fan of the sport a true follower of the profession you understand the adrenalin that will pump your blood for 8 consecutive seconds. Even though as an audience you are only living the sport through your eyes, you will find yourself riding your seat, biting your nails until you hear the horn beep and see the cowboy on his feet. For years the cowboy image is of a man who wears tight pants, boots, a tucked in long sleeve shirt with a vest, following cows, carrying a lasso. In a personal view a cowboy is a fearless man that can do about everything, he is a protector of women and a man of word. It has been the women’s ideal “macho prince” of the Wild West.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Alejandra:Desktop:IMG_9663.JPG]The American Rodeo is an event of competition. The job of the cowboy. It consists of two types of competition, rough-stock events and timed events. Rodeos include the most popular and dangerous event, bull riding, in which a cowboy rides a bull and is strapped to it with one hand and physically tries to conquer the animal keeping his position and balance by holding on with his legs.  The more powerfully a bull bucks and the faster he spins it is the more points the ride is worth. Bareback riding, another competition consists of the cowboy removing a suitcase handle cinched around the horse middle. The bareback rider try’s to spur the horse on each jump, reaching as far forward as he can with their feet, then jerking he spurs upward towards the rigging. According to the 101 Wild West Rodeo website, the Saddlebronc, is by far the most dangerous event, which is not practiced by beginners because of its danger and the instinctive reaction required to keep the stirrups, sense what the horse will do next and the cowboy’s ability to synchronize the bronco’s movement is very challenging. Because there is nothing solid [image: Macintosh HD:Users:Alejandra:Desktop:saddle-bronc-riding-rodeo-houston-1235.jpg]to hold on to, the cowboy is only able to stay on the saddle through timing and balance and the saddle often becomes the issue of an early fall.
Steer Wrestling, originally called "bull dogging," requires the cowboy to lean from the running horse onto the back of a 600 pound steer, catch it behind the horns, stop the steer’s forward momentum and wrestle it to the ground with all four of its legs and head pointing the same direction. Calf roping is an authentic ranch skill that originated from working cowboys. Once the calf has been roped, the cowboy dismounts and runs down the length of the rope to the calf. When the calf is on the ground, the cowboy ties three legs together with a six-foot pigging string. Calves are given a head start, and if the cowboy’s horse leaves the box too soon, a barrier breaks and a 10-second penalty is added to the roper’s time. Lastly there is team roping is the only rodeo event that features two contestants. The team is made up of a header and a heeler. The header ropes the horns, then dallies or wraps his rope around his saddle horn and turns the steer to the left for the other cowboy who ropes the heels. The heeler must throw a loop with precision timing to catch both of the steer’s hind legs. The time clock stops once both ropers have made a catch and brought the animals to a stop, facing each other. Each one of these competitive events that happen in rodeos is life or death activities of high risk for the cowboy. 
Rodeo has a unique quality of origin to which no other professional sport can lay claim. It emerged from an industry, from the daily routine and tasks of a low paying job with long hours performed by ranch hands who came to know very well the animals with which they lived. Rodeos where first introduced by farmers and hacienda owners back in the 1840’s, they were better known and described as “round ups.” According to a letter from Captain Mayne Reid, describing a “roundup” held in Santa Fé the rodeo sport is considered to be originally from The United States. However other sources and with different proofs stated in the “Hispanic Roots of the American Rodeo” happen to argue, that Rodeos are accounts of a “charreada” (Mexican Rodeo) first introduced to Latin America. The letter by, Captain Mayne describes contests involving roping, throwing, racing and dancing in the streets. Taken from “Hispanic Roots of American Rodeo,” Americans insist that the rodeo sport was built from ranching practices but with a confession of an ex-rodeo hand admitting "And certainly, bull riding was never part of ranch life. Can you imagine a cowboy getting up from the breakfast fire and saying, Well, reckon I better go on out there and ride a few bulls and get them in shape,” Latin American “Charros” (cowboys) take full credit for the sport.
Back in the Wild West, in the old days, rodeos where a form for farmers to gather a few bills to support their families. It was familiar within the low class farmers, however within the high-class hacienda owners it was a way to show and welcome the high society into their rich type of lifestyle. Most people that managed to host rodeos managed to receive profit. During competitions, before rodeos became a popular sport, different rodeo followers made bets on either horses or riders and whoever would win would take the money. It was the way to make profit back in the days. Winning for the cowboy not only meant victory and a few more dollars in his pocket it was a way to gain respect from everyone involved in the lifestyle.
According to Demetrious W. Pearson, rodeo sets upon rich cultural tradition, history and ritualistic lore in modern sports, “Other than baseball no sport in the United States appears to optimize American values, mores and lifestyles, as does Rodeo.” The rodeo is a self-supported competition of solo economic gain.  A cowboy is defined by the work he does. Every man who lives on a ranch and works, drives, brands castrates and or nurtures a cattleman’s hers claims to be a cowboy. However an American cowboy is analogous to the “American way” structured by the individualism and aggressive behavior necessary for a professional competition. After Rodeo became a popular sport a cowboy became a competitor. Cowboys are now athletes that practice a profession that not only put their life in danger but also marked a cultural significance as American Icons.
“Being an athlete alone means that one willingly confronts and overcomes the fear and the challenge of competition and accepts the increasing risk of failure and injury as one moves to higher levels of performance,” says Coakley. In the case of a rodeo cowboy, the ability to perform despite pain and injury often serves as a barometer of his bravado. In the rodeo Culture there is a term “wreck” commonly used by rodeo cowboys to downplay or minimize the physical, emotional and psychological trauma associated with a severe accident. Cowboys are not allowed to suffer within the cowboy culture. It is the main component of a cowboy’s image. 
Back in the day if a man was brave enough to risk his well being was considered a prestigious cowboy, if they wouldn’t they were cowards, because that was what men did. A cowboy’s bravado and machismo as a rodeo rider is quietly evident in his willingness to continue a rodeo competition risking his life and well being. The lifestyle of a cowboy consisted in the basic job of a farmer who trains horses for a living. A cowboy is a poor individual “too scared to steal and too lazy to work” says a formerly National Finals Rodeo cowboy. The real life of a cowboy is depicted from myths; films and songs that arouse after rodeos became popular.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Alejandra:Desktop:bdd7517ff662adc6af0920ca03239006.jpg]A cowboy wears Copenhagen Skoal, Wrangler Jeans and shirt, Dodge Trucks, Justins Boots and Resistol hats according to “The Rodeo Cowboy as an American Icon.” The living advertising of a cowboy is perfectly portrayed by Morris’s Marlboro Man.  Cowboys where not allowed to cry, just as a baseball player. It was not manly, it was not right. The image of a cowboy Is widely known for its “Macho” look. The fearless aparence a cowboy portrayes is the one of a deserving American hero. Most of the ideals behind a Cowboy’s image come from a wide variety of poems and artistic drawings giving the mythical perseption of what a heroic bull rider can be. Most cowboys gain their respect after proving their bravity and strengh they have when they are ontop of a bull or their speed as they are tying up a bronco. However most perceptions about cowboys are wrong. 
Cowboys when it comes to the image of a wild west Rodeo Cowboy you see a straight face without much expression. There is no smile, no happiness, only a deep stare. Lynn Reilly in his book, “Horse and rider” under “Rodeo!.” mentions the hidden vonulerability of a cowboy. Their apearance is of a free, strong, uncaring man that is fearless as he walks. However, a cowboy with his stare shows more than one thousand words. A cowboy shows emptiness a cowboy as the american icon is the image of sufferage without words, just like the Rodeo profession is a sport without recognition.
Cowboys have adquired their cultural value and recognition after the amazing introduction of the Rodeo as a sport. Before any popularity of the Rodeo as a sport or as a culture cowboys were only insignificant farmers that worked feeding and training horses in large haciendas. Like eveything a trend grows and becomes a growing culture withn society. Today we recognize Rodeo as a mortal sport and a cowboy as a brave human being that puts his life in risk in order to entertain and represent America.
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